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University Studies & Professional Experience 
1986 PhD in Biology, Albert- Ludwigs University of Freiburg, Germany; 1987-1990 Postdoctoral 
training at the Rockefeller University, New York, USA; 1990-1993 Assistant professor and group 
leader, Fraunhofer Institute,Hannover, Germany; 1992-93 Visiting professor at the Karolinska 
Institute, Stockholm; since 2003 group leader and Professor of Immunobiology, University of Vienna, 
(tenure since January 2002); 2001-2009 Chairman Department of Microbiology and Genetics 
 
Honors and Awards:  
1987 Research fellowship, Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft; 1987 EMBO long term fellowship ( 
renounced) 1991 EMBO short term fellowship; 1992 Karolinska institute visiting professor fellowship; 
1996, European Interferon award 
 
Experience in Management & Organization & PhD student supervision 
Congress organization: Member of the organization committee for the annual meeting of the 
International Cytokine Society (ICS) and the Society for Cytokine and Interferon Research (ISICR); 
Vienna 2006; member of the scientific organizing committee Lisbon 2009; Organizer of a Keystone 
meeting on Jak-Stat signal transduction; Steamboat Springs, 2007. Organizer of a FEBS special 
meeting Jak-Stat signalling in health and disease’, 2010, Member scientific organizing committee 
Semmering conferences on vaccine development (2005, 2007, 2009, 2011). 
Member of the advisory body of the Austrian Society of Allergology and Immunology 
Editor: Associate editor JCI (2002-2009), editorial board member J. Immunol. (since 2010), Mol Cell 
Biol. (starting 2011); several special Journal issues 
Consultant: Boehringer Ingelheim (1994-2003), Sandoz GmbH (2004); Intercell (2004-present). 
Student supervision: 19 PhD thesis, 27 masters theses 
 
Summary of Scientific Publication Record 
>100, mainly peer-reviewed but including review articles in journals and book chapters. 

 
Main Research Interests 
Our recent studies show how infection with Listeria monocytogenes leads to the production of type I 
Interferons in macrophages and DC and how the cytokines influence antibacterial innate immunity. In 
keeping with this interest we have described mechanisms of gene regulation by the Jak-Stat pathway 
and by a cooperation of Jak-Stat and NFkB pathways in Listeria-infected macrophages. In addition we 
are currently studying interactioons of Listeria with the intestinal mucosa and spreading of the bacteria 
subsequent to crossing the intestinal barrier.     
 
Current funding sources:  
Source   Short title/topic   Duration  Amount 
FWF SFB28 Jak-Stat signal transduction in infection  1/2010-1/2013 369 k€ 
FWF P 20522 Type I IFN in antibacterial immunity  1/2008-1/2011 381 k€ 
FWF   doctorate school: cell signaling   1/2009-1/2012 150 k€ 
GENAU  Inflammabiota-relationship gut microbiome 5/2009-5/2012 240.k€ 
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